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1. Introduction
The stops along this trail will
highlight times, events or
the roles of individuals in
the history of Pinery. By
using this guide you will
become more aware of the
circumstances that have
shaped the "Pinery" that we
are all so fond of, as well as
the efforts that many
individuals have taken to
ensure its protection.
We invite you to walk the
Heritage Trail to discover
parts of the journey that led
to the creation of the Pinery.
Take your time and use all of

your senses. Put yourself in
the footsteps of an explorer,
park employee or a
researcher. Using the tools
and information of the day,
what would you have done
differently to protect our
heritage? What can you do to
ensure that it remains
protected in the future?
This 3-km wheelchair
accessible trail takes a
leisurely one and a halfhours to complete.

2. A Heritage Emerges

'T-

Can we learn

The plants, animals, delicate cycles and
I relationships that surround you while
walking along this trail are part of the heritage
of Pinery and Ontario's legacy for future generations. Today, we know that our ability to
protect natural areas like this one and others is
constantly threatened. Protection depends on
the knowledge, skills, efforts and dedication of
many people and organizations working
together. Can we learn enough from our past to
ensure that Pinery will survive?
Imagine being able to stand in this spot and
see the land change through time. Once, you
would have been on the lake bottom with 60
meters of water above your head. Later, you
would have found yourself high and dry, 60
kms from the shoreline. Pinery's landscape
was created and modified by glaciers, changing
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enough from
our past to
ensure that
Pinery will
survive?

water levels and onshore winds. As the glaciers
melted lake levels rose and fell. Over 11,500
years ago, Lake Huron's sunken basin was
filled with ice and water. Then,
The first human
2,000 years later when the ice
footprints appeared
melted allowing the land to rise,
on this land
you could have walked across the
dry lake bottom. Conditions
sometime between
stabilized about 4000 years ago
500 BC to 500 AD.
when the forces of nature started
to form the Pinery we know today.
Archaeological evidence indicates that the
first footprints appeared on this land during
the Middle Woodland period from 500 BC to
500 AD. At this time, the First Nations people
established settlements adjacent to the fishing
rapids in nearby Arkona. Small family units
would occasionally visit the Pinery area in the
summer to camp, hunt and fish. Only the
remains of summer species like bass, bowfin,
turtle and passenger pigeon bones were
uncovered from these sites.
This was followed by the Late Woodland
period, 500 AD to 1650 AD, when the First
Nations people depended heavily on domesticated plants like corn, beans and squash. The
light sandy soil of Pinery was unsuitable for
agriculture, and villages were located inland
near Arkona and Thedford. Seasonal hunting
and fishing trips were made to the Pinery area
by small family groups until 1400 AD when
threats from other nations forced the Iroquois
to migrate from the Ausable Valley.
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Pinery didn't

T

he year is 1826 and you are Mahlon
Burwell, Deputy Land Surveyor for the
London District. You have been hired by the
Canada Company to survey part of the 2.2
million acre Huron Tract that includes all the
land between Goderich, Sombra and
Woodstock. Leaving London, you follow a
bush trail for 32 kms to the banks of the
Ausable, 20 kms from Pinery.
It is your role to lay out a plan of settlement
and to look for land that could be sold as
farmland. During the survey you discover a
vast inland lake that you name Lake Burwell.
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meet the needs
for settlement
in the 1820s
and was
considered a
'wasteland/

Extensive high sand ridges covered with
stunted oaks and fire scared pines border this
area. In places, the sand is loose and gives
way under your feet, frequently
'The skies became
causing you {Q sink up to your

dark as Passenger
pigeons were
flying over by the
thousands for many
days."

knees.
Burwell s assistant mentions in
his survey notes of June 21 that
near

the mouth of the Ausable

River "the skies became dark as
Passenger pigeons were flying
over by the thousands for many days. One of
the Indians knocked down several by just
standing and waving a stick while our dinner
was making ready." The first case of Poison
Ivy was also recorded when he wrote that
"Levi Long was poisoned the same day by
some poison bush or herbs which swelled his
face so that he was not hardly able to see.
The following day Long could not see, so
badly that he had to be led about by fellow
workers."
Pinery did not meet the needs for settlement
in the 1820s and was considered a wasteland.
Unknowingly, these early surveyors took the
first step in preserving the natural heritage of
this site.
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4. Footprints on the Land

HESS COLLECTION, THE LAMBTON HERITAGE MUSEUM
Construction of

W

hat site would you have cleared for a
homestead? Benjamin Brewster and
Samuel Smart purchased land near present
day Grand Bend in 1832 for a sixpence an acre,
with permission to build a dam and mill if
they sold wood to future settlers at Sarnia
prices. By 1835, they purchased another 902
hectares (some located in the park) with the
rights to build three more mills. When the
first road was built from Sarnia to Goderich in
1849,148 people lived in the area.

the Cut"

In 1854, settlers along the Ausable River
convinced the Canada Company to have the
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Brewster dam removed to solve their problem
ofthe flooding of their land each spring. The
courts supported Brewster who had built the
mill at the Company's request. In 1860 after
another 6 years of turmoil, the frustrated
settlers took matters into their own hands by
destroying the dam and burning the mill.
The quest for
fertile land
led to the
draining of
6700 hectares
of marshlands
with the
building of "the
Cut,"
a channel
diverting part
o f t h e Ausable
River flow
around Pinery.

The quest for fertile land led to the draining of
6700 hectares of marshlands with the building
ofthe cut", a channel diverting part ofthe
Ausable River flow around Pinery, directly to
Port Franks in 1876. A second channel in
1891 created the harbour at Grand Bend and
stopped the remaining water flow through
Pinery. An era of growth followed as market
gardening quickly developed on the drained
land, increasing settlement and commercial
activity.
mmumssmfm^m^mfm

Remaining
undeveloped,
many local
families visited
Pinery and
took part in
activities that
are still familiar today.
Fortunately,
the Hess family of Zurich photographed their
outings. These photos give us the first images
of people visiting the Pinery from the 1890's
to 1914.
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HESS COLLECTION, THE LAMBTON HERITAGE MUSEUM
Pinery hunt

D

espite being surrounded by development, Pinery's landscape had survived.
Today, we like to believe that those who went
before had the knowledge to recognize its
special nature and decided to protect it by
setting aside this small section of Ontario's
natural heritage.
EJ Zavitz suggested in his 1908 report on
Ontario wastelands that Pinery was one of
three major areas in southern Ontario requiring public ownership for "forestry methods
and a recreation ground for all times to
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come." The need for recreational sites remained low
and Pinery continued to be enjoyed by only the few
who were aware of the experiences that it had to
offer.
In 1931, the Sarnia Canadian Observer reported that
"Five thousand acres of Pinery sold to Detroit firm
for development." Frank Salter
was willing to pay _ million
dollars for the site to "build a
golf course, club houses, yacht
harbour, facilities for riding and
winter sports and all improvements necessary to complete an
exclusive club community and
summer resort on Lake Huron."
HESS COLLECTION, THE LAMBTON HERITAGE
This venture failed to attract
MUSEUM
investors and development was
limited to the small subdivision known as Beach '0'
Pines on the north-eastern boundary.

Fishing
in Pinery

In 1947, the Canada Company still owned most of
Pinery and sought to liquidate the last of its Huron
Tract holdings by offering the 1862-hectares to the
province for $250,000. The offer was declined as too
expensive, and the burden of acquiring the property
fell to local authorities. A delegation representing
municipalities in southwestern Ontario made a
second request in 1951 to create a park at Pinery.
Rather than create new parks, the Department of
Lands and Forests was trying to get rid of the existing parks in southern Ontario and the request was
refused. It seemed, despite all the interest, the fate
of Pinery and the other Southern Ontario parks was
in jeopardy.
10
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6. Pinery:The Park is Born

I

n the summer of 1951, the Reeve of
Bosanquet Township stated that he was
opposed to the creation of a provincial park at
Pinery because it would result in the loss of
$6,000 in taxes and "the municipality would
suffer if the project were carried out/' The
local Member of Parliament agreed.
That fall, the Ausable Bayfield Conservation
Authority submitted a proposal to divide
Pinery into parkland for recreation, reforestation area and cottage subdivisions. This plan
would still provide a tax base for Bosanquet,
satisfy recreational interests and produce
Heritage Trail
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wood fibre from reforested areas. Ongoing
lobbying by the Ausable Authority and others
to create a provincial park carried the issue
through several years as changes in Provincial
Park policy occurred.
In 1954, a new park's policy recognized the
need to protect and preserve natural areas and
provide opportunity for recreation. In
December 1954, the intent to purchase Pinery
was announced. Negotiations continued for 18
months and were completed on July 23,1956.
After several years of development, Pinery
opened in May 1959 when the first campsite
pass was purchased for 75 cents a night. New
facilities followed with the construction of 900
tent and trailer sites by 1961. As Pinery's visitation rose, it became second only to
Algonquin as a camping destination in
Ontario. Many believed that the first step in
the preservation of Pinery's heritage had
finally been taken within the "protective
walls" of a park.
Pinery opened
in May 1959
when the first
campsite pass
was purchased
for 75 cents a
night.
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7. Protecting Our Heritage

High demand

T

he 1960's brought about a new era.
Suddenly, the "Out of Doors" was the
place to be and Provincial Parks provided
easy and close access. Unfortunately, the
result was overcrowding. This generated
many problems, a flood of complaints and
unwanted negative publicity for many southern Ontario Provincial Parks.

took a toll on
the natural
environment
and nowhere
was it more
evident than
Pinery.

This demand also took a toll on the natural
environment and nowhere was it more
evident than Pinery. The approach to
protection was quite different than today.
Superintendent Myers reported in 1959 that
Heritage Trail
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"the buffered lots between the campsites will
be usable as campsites when the present areas
are trampled bare. This alternating plan
assures the camp a certain permanence." By
1963,1075 campsites had been developed and
the following year Pete Addison, a park
surveyor, noted that "the loading of camping
is destroying Pinery and at the present rate the
park will be worthless in less than 10 years."

Planting pines

Today we know that this type of approach to
protection usually mean disaster.
Unfortunately, early park managers lacked
the knowledge to truly protect Pinery's
ecosystem, however, all threats were not
directly linked to facility development and
visitors. A reforestation program resulted in
the planting of almost 3.5 million pine trees
throughout most of Pinery's globally rare Oak
Savanna. Fire, necessary to sustain a healthy
oak savanna forest, was perceived as the
"greatest enemy" to Pinery's forests and kept
under control. Were the natural values of this
park really being protected?

in Pinery
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8. From Park to Instant

To compound the problems of overuse
I and deteriorating natural values, rowdyism, a new and unwelcome social problem
emerged. Many wanted to bring the "beach
party lifestyle" to parks, resulting in high
levels of vandalism, noise and complaints
from visitors who wanted a natural experience. This situation peaked in 1972 when 200
leather clad motorcyclists descended on an
already full Pinery. Park officials were defied,
regulations ignored and motorcycles were
driven through the fragile dunes and oak
savanna. Action was swift as measures were
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implemented to control rowdyism including a
motorcycle ban and a police office located in
the park.
The master planning process for Pinery was
also implemented at this time. Master planning defines a park's role, classification and
zoning. It includes policies for protection,
interpretation, use and development, ensuring all the resources of the park are identified.
The resulting plan guides the protection of the
park and the management of its resources in
a sustainable manner. It also ensures that
everyone has an opportunity to take part in
the process through public
Input from the
participation to ensure that all
public, researchers
options are considered.
and interest groups
The result of input from the
created a strong
public, researchers and interest
recognition of the
groups created a strong recogniimportance and
tion of the importance and
fragility of the Pinery ecosystem.
fragility of the
Response was immediate by
Pinery ecosystem.
park managers and controls
were implemented reducing the number of
campsites to 1000 and the day user vehicles to
1000. A visitation that had reached 1.5 million
annually during the 60's has been reduced to
less 500,000 visitors each year since that time.
Can you imagine the impact that one million
extra visitors would have on Pinery each year?
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9. Knowledge - The Basi1
*" !- --Votectk

Lupins

P

rotection is the cornerstone for the
management of Ontario Parks. The
natural features and diversity of Pinery are
staggering. Many have been identified including over 757 plant, 325 bird and 1241 moth
species, a globally rare oak savanna ecosystem, freshwater dunes, habitat for endangered
species, and the largest protected forest in
southwestern Ontario. How would you ensure
that the heritage of this site was protected?
Expertise is required in so many areas. The
only approach managers can take is to seek
the help of knowledgeable people to identify
Heritage Trail
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All agree that
Pinery's
ecosystem is
threatened.
White-tailed
deer are eating
vegetation
faster than it
can replace
itself.
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resources and how organisms function in the
ecosystem. This information can then form
the basis for the development of management
programs to guide heritage protection.
By 1998 Pinery's Oak Savanna will have been
inventoried and monitored for over 20 years
by researchers from Western, York, Guelph
and Waterloo Universities. Many changes
have been documented and researchers have
signalled an alarm. All agree that Pinery's
ecosystem has been diagnosed as threatened.
White-tailed deer are eating vegetation faster
than it can replace itself. The lack of wildflowers, shrubs and young trees at this site should
sound an alarm to you. Once common birds
like the Brown Thrasher and Towhee are now
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rarely seen. The lack of ground cover makes
this site no longer suitable as a home. If the
browsing continues, where will the trees come
from that will replace the existing ones when
they die? What will Pinery be like then?
Over 200 research papers and surveys have
been published on Pinery. Take the time to
attend a program or read some of the information that is available. The future of Pinery's
Heritage also depends on your knowledge of
these resources and support for programs
that will ensure its protection.

Heritage Trail
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I\. Local Expertise

M

any visitors to Pinery are envious of
the opportunity to come to work in such
a unique area. Throughout the years, many
staff have dedicated their careers to providing
excellent facilities and service for visitors. As
managers were faced with new challenges to
protect Pinery's natural resources, they realized that they needed more information to
provide proper protection. They discovered
that when this knowledge was shared with
visitors, caring and concerned attitudes were
expressed, making the protection objective
more achievable.
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This stop reflects on the career of William
(Casey) VandenBygaart, a park Naturalist
who through dedication was able to pass
knowledge, love and compassion for Pinery
on to more people than any other staff
member. Casey's intimate knowledge of the
natural resources was developed
in a career from 1968-95. This
William <****>
knowledge was used to make
VandenBygaart was
sure that Pinery's heritage was
an inspiration for
not threatened by delivering
both visitors and
inventories, dune rehabilitation,
staff.
pine plantation thinning, deer
surveys, prescribed burns, Karner Blue and
lupine recovery, conducted walks and evening
programs. He even knew the exact locations
of the rarest plants as well as how many were
flowering each year.
Casey was an inspiration for both visitors and
staff. A gentle and caring manner always
prevailed and no question was unimportant.
There was always knowledge to share and
experiences to inspire, with the ability to
create the "this is my Pinery feeling" in everyone that had the opportunity to take part in
one of Casey's outings or to work with him.
All we can say is "Thank you Casey for caring
about Pinery's heritage and sharing so much
to keep Pinery a special place."

Heritage Trail
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11. Working Together
^

Friends of
Pinery planting
dune grasses

I

n 1954, Ontario had eight provincial parks.
By 1998, the number of parks had grown to
272 parks covering an area of 7.1 million
hectares, 6.6 percent of the province of Ontario
or an area greater in size than the province of
Nova Scotia. Contained in this area are representative examples of Ontario's natural history
and diversity including a full range of geological features, ecosystems and species.
The challenge for the future is to identify and
bring the remaining unrepresented areas
under some form of protection. On a provincial scale, Ontario Parks is working with
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groups who share the vision of biodiversity
protection, like the Nature Conservancy.
Under the Legacy 2000 program, this group
will match every dollar that Ontario Parks can
contribute with seven to acquire sites to help
complete the process by the year 2000.
The Friends of Pinery is a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting interpretive,
educational and scientific programs in the

park. This trail and guide is the result of one
of their efforts. Since forming in 1989, the
Friends have sponsored many projects that
have helped visitors to discover and protect
the heritage of Pinery.

Dr. Maun's
dune research
project.

The Friends have also reached out to others
for support. Joining them in creating this trail
was the Sydenham Conservation Foundation
Heritage Trail
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and the Canadian Parks Partnership. The
Foundation's projects have included educational programs for schools, land acquisition
for habitat protection, funding for stream
improvement as well as this trail
It is important that
and guide. The Canadian Park
you have the
Partnership, who provided funds
opportunity to
for the viewing platform, is a
national support group for over
play a role in
60
"friends" groups at Parks and
preserving Ontario's
Historic Sites across Canada.

Heritage.

These groups recognize the
value of our natural heritage and how it
enhances our quality of life. It is equally
important that you have the opportunity to
become involved through organizations like
these that provide you with the ability to play
a role in preserving Ontario's Heritage.
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12.The Future

/

The quality of

T

he heritage of Pinery as we know it
today developed over the last 4000 years.
When we look back, the greatest threats to
sustainability of this site since 1957 were from
the very people who wanted to preserve it the
most. In hindsight, we know that the lack of
appropriate long-term goals for protection, a
limited knowledge about the resources of the
site and the consequences of management
actions have created the greatest threats to
the preservation of the heritage of Pinery.

life depends on
our ability to
protect natural
heritage not
just in Pinery,
but in our own
back yards,
across the
province and
around the
world.

Fortunately, our ability to protect the heritage
of Pinery and other Ontario Parks is now
Heritage Trail
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greater than it has ever been. Management
programs like visitor control, sand dune rehabilitation, plantation thinning and prescribed
burning have been successfully developed to
restore and sustain the biodiversity of this
ecosystem. This success depends on the
knowledge, skills and dedication of people
and organizations working together not only
in a park, but also on a provincial and global
scale.
Only 100 years ago, Pinery was a small
segment of the natural landscape of Ontario.
Today, it is the largest remaining single piece
••••••• of forested land in Southwestern
Only 100 years ago,
Ontario. Once surrounded by
Pinery was a small
endless forests, today Pinery is
like
an island isolated from other
segment of the
natural
areas by cropland.
natural landscape
Animals and vegetation can no
of Ontario. Today,
longer migrate freely between
it is the largest
these areas.

remaining single
piece of forested
land in Southwestern Ontario.

The quality of life depends on
our ability to protect natural
heritage not just in Pinery, but
in our own back yards, across
the province and around the
world. Organizations like the groups that
helped to develop this trail provide you with
the opportunity to take part and make a
difference. Have you ever wondered what the
world would be like without our natural
heritage? Don't wait to find out; get
involved and make a difference.
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