
Freshwater Coastal Dunes
Rolling Boardwalk Stewardship Project

Freshwater coastal dunes are a globally rare ecosystem. They take thousands of years to form, but can be 
destroyed quickly if they are misused and mistreated. The dunes are home to many rare plants and 
animals that are of high conservation concern including birds, reptiles, and insects. 

Recreation and development are the largest threats to freshwater coastal dunes. You can help dunes 
remain healthy by reducing trampling of vegetation. Vegetation trampling 
harms the dune grasses that hold sand in place which prevents 
dunes from blowing away in the wind, or washing away with the 
waves. These native dune plants, like Marram Grass 
(Ammophila breviligulata), are your best defense against 
shoreline erosion.

As a property owner, you can help conserve 
freshwater coastal dunes by allowing your 
property to remain natural. Embrace the native 
grasses that grow in the sandy soils of the 
shoreline, and allow native shrubs and trees to 
provide shade and protection to your property.  

Lastly, prevent trampling by creating designated 
beach access points with “Rolling Boardwalks” 
and ensure only designated paths are being 
used. 

Rolling Boardwalks
Rolling boardwalks can be created using a combination of new and recycled materials. Pinery uses 
decommissioned fire hose to attach sections of pressure treated wood that have been cut into 2”x6”x4’ 
sections and spaced 1.5 inches apart. Boardwalks can then be rolled out and installed along the 
shoreline to designate a walking path. Boardwalks may also be rolled up during winter. 



Rolling Boardwalk Building Plans

4’

4’

Purchase 2”x6” lumber in 8’ sections 
and cut them in half to produce 2 equal 
4’ sections.

1.

2. We suggest building a template to keep 
your boardwalk straight and keep consistent
spacing between sections. If you don’t have the
resources to build a template, you can use any 
flat surface and add pieces of scrap wood between 
sections to allow 1.5” spacing.

Using spare 
wood as spacers

4. In order to easily transport your rolling boardwalk,
roll it up and secure the ends of the �rehose to one
of the boards with a small nail. We recommend 
making sections of no more than 20 boards at a 
time so they don’t become too heavy to transport. 

Pro tip: Ask for help! Sections will be too heavy to move alone. 
Rally together members of the community for a Rolling Boardwalk
installation day!

5. When you have finished making the 
appropriate number of sections to finish 
your project, it is time to install the rolling 
boardwalk. It is easiest to keep the smaller 
sections rolled up until they have been 
transported to the spot that they will 
reside. Once all the sections are in 
place, you can unroll them and 
attach the first and last board 
of each consecutive section 
together by placing a piece 
of wood under each end 
and nailing them together 
on both sides. 

Like this!

3.

Using recycled �re hose (or a material of your choice), attach 
4’ sections together. We attach our sections by running two 

lengths of �re house - one down either side of the rolling 
boardwalk. Using either a hammer or a pneumatic staple 

gun and 40mm (11/2”) fencing staples , secure the �re 
hose to the wooden sections with two points of 
contact on the hose per board.

*If you have the resources to build a template, we 
recommend a 4’x8’ sheet of plywood with 11/2” spacers 
secured to the plywood base between each 4’ board.  


